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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The field of invention pertains to editing computer graphics data and 
specifically provides a network-based service of editing graphics images received 
from creators or illustrators whereby the received graphics images are edited and 
represented as motion-enabled images for presentation to client terminals for 
selection. 

Method claims 10 and 1 1 : The cited prior art neither alone nor in combination 
teache the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior fails to teach and suggest 
alone or in combination: after receiving the image from an image creator 
terminal, automatically dividing the image into a plurality of components, 
associating motion data with at least one motion with at least one component of 
the image to impart motion, automatically combining all components and all 
respective associated motion data to impart motion to the image, and presenting 
the motion-enabled image via the network to a client terminal for selection of one 
or more of the associated motion data to display the image exhibiting the 
selected motion. 

Apparatus claim 1 and 3: Similar rationale applies to claims 1 and 3. 
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Closest US Patent/Patent Publications- Brickmore (Paper #20070722, US 
6,466,213) 

Brickmore teaches avatar creation, transmission across a network, and use of 
an avatar within an online community. Brickmore, however, fails to disclose alone 
or teach and suggest alone or in combination with other prior art the claimed 
invention: after receiving the image from an image creator terminal, automatically 
dividing the image into a plurality of components, associating motion data with at 
least one motion with at least one component of the image to impart motion, 
automatically combining all components and all respective associated motion 
data to impart motion to the image, and presenting the motion-enabled image via 
the network to a client terminal for selection of one or more of the associated 
motion data to display the image exhibiting the selected motion. 

Forward and backward citations of Brickmore failed to produce prior art more 
useful than Brickmore. 

Regarding Girling (US 6,924,803): Girling is patent prior art of interest but fails 
to disclose or teach and suggest the claimed invention. Girling's invention 
provides real-time viewing of animated figures as they are being produced within 
the same desktop view. 

Closest Non-patent Literature- Yerton (PTO-892, Item U) 

Yerton teaches Turbo Squid (www.turbosquid.com) proving an electronic 
commerce outlet for 2D and 3D animations. Creators/illustrators submit their 
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animated creations to the service for resale. Yerton, however, neither alone nor 
in combination with other cited prior art teach and suggest the claimed invention. 
Further searching pertaining toTurbo Squid's service failed to reveal teachings 
whereby once the creations were transferred over the network to Turbo Squid, 
the images are: divided into a plurality of components, edited by associating 
motion data, combined with associated motion data, and presented to a client 
terminal for selection of one or more of the associated motion data. In other 
words, animators submit completed works to turbosquid.com for resale without 
editing on the part of Turbo Squid's systems. Yerton further provides no 
motivation to combine with Brickmore as noted above. 

Regarding Anonymous (PTO-892, Item: V): Anonymous is non-patent 
literature prior art of interest but fails to disclose or teach and suggest alone or in 
combination the claimed invention. Anonymous discloses imparting animation to 
clip art using PowerPoint. 
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Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
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Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert M. Pond/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

January 22, 2008 



